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TO: SACHI A. HAMAI
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Preparatior~

FROM: PATRICK A. WU ~`~< ̀ ~~_~°'
Senior Assistant County' Counsel

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Basilia Vazquez v. County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 467 564

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Basilia Vazquez v. County of Los Angeles, Los Angeles
Superior Court Case No. BC 467 564, in the amount of $235,000 plus waiver of
the hospital bills in the estimated amount of $20,307 and instruct the Auditor-
Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the Department of
Health Services' budget.

This medical negligence lawsuit arises from injuries sustained for care and
treatment received by a patient while hospitalized at the LAC+USC Medical
Center.
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CASE SUMNt~ARY

. INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT pF LITIGATION

CASE NAME ~ Basilic Vazquez v. Counf~r of
Los Angeles

CASE NUMBER BC 46.7564

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SE?TLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

GOUNTY .COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

HOA423262.1

Los Angeles Superior Court -
Central

August 15, 2011

Department of Health Services

$235,fl00, plus waiver of the
hospi#at bil! in the estimated
amount of $20,307

Daugfas A..Rochen~ Esq.
Kaba#eck Brown Kellner, LLP

Narbeh Bagdasarian
Senior Deputy County Counsel

Qn Augus# 11, 2x10, Basilic
Vazquez, a 32-year-old female,

. underwent an endoscopic
procedure at l.,I~C+USC Medical
Center ("LAC+USC") to remove
her gallbladder stones.

On August 1 ~, 2010, she returned
to LAC+USC wifh complafnts.of
fever and nausea, It was
discovered that hey small intestine
had been injured, probably during
the Augwst 'I 1, 2010, endoscopic
procedure. The I,AC+USC staff
immediately repaired the intestinal
injury, and Ms. Vazquez
recovered.



6asi(ia Vazquez brought a medical
malpractice lawsuit against fhe
County of Los Angeles claiming
that the LAC+USC staff were
negligent in performing the
August 11, 2010,. procedure.

PA[D ii~„Tl'ORNEY FEES, TO DATE $6x,462

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $11,315
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Case Name: Vazquez,. Basil(a- ~ ~~

. .~ 9 ~~S:i: ~T. '~ .~} 'fir s rt~'•~i;#v{ ,j .•_. ,i..-fd. ~~ + ~ r

The tnfent of thts farn is to assist departmerrts to wdtlnq a 
~orrect~ve acEion plan summary for attaahmenC

to iha~ aetti~mer~t dacurnegis developed for the Boate
d of Supervisors and/~sr fhe Gaunty of ~.os Angeles

claims Bpard. 'The sttrtimary should ba a specific 
overview of fhe alaimstlav✓sulfs' identified mot causes

and avrrective aciinns (statas. tirtt~ frame and responslbf
e pattyy. This'summary dogs not repf~ce tl1e

Conec~ite Action Plan Corm. tf there is a questiai~ retabed ~ confidenFiaftty, . pl~a'se oo
nsutt

County Coonsei.

t7ate ot`bYCldertfi/ever~t: 811 I/2010

Briefly provide a d~scrtptiorr '~.On August 11,2010, Bastita Vazquez, a 3~year -atd feinale
~ undeN~ent

of the inside nf/evant ~R endascoptc pracedu~-e 8t LACfUSC MsdJcat Center {"LAC+USC'
~ to

~emrsve hgr gallbladdorstones.

On August tb, 2010 she retu[ried to LAC+U5C wfth corrtplaints 
of fever

and nausea. (t was discovered that har sm~U intestine had been inj
ured.

probabiy during the August i i~0~ 0 end6scvpic procedure. 'I'hg

I.AG+USC stab Immediately nsp$ired the tntest►nat injury, and Ms.

Vazquez rBCOVered.

8asilta Vazquez brought medtcat malprect(ce lawsultagainst the

Courtly of i.os Angie clatming that the lAC+USC s
taff were negitgen~ in

performJng the August 11,20'[0 procedare.

i. Briefly describe the mot ~ause(~► of the daimlf~wsuft:

,Bowel injury related #o abdamf~al aur~ery.

2. Briefly de~crih8 recommended co~reethre ac6tons:

{inutuda oath eotracl#Ve antlan. dqa dates, respoaa~bie pedy►. 
end any dtsdpanary adtons ~E epprop~tate)

• The faciA[y revised and improved th~{r processes relate
d to tha management of psttenlsre a

totlowfng gastrc~enterolo~y procedures and tracktr~ revision
s to ordered ~adiot~giaat exams.

• The fscltfiy provided education regarding the inanagem
eaE cif ilaid antput from gasirointesttnaf

tubea~
• 41P3 evaluated the procs$s In place at appt[cabf

e OF1S facll(ties for the management of

gastrotnisstlr~! stenfs and notlfytng ardarin~ clinkians of
 subsequent revisions tv requested

• tadfotogical exartts. All appllcabfe DHS faciUtles nave a p
rxess in place for m~nagtng

gastrotntestinat stenfs. AI! ~ppllcabfe DHS facilWes ha
ve, or are in the course of developing, a

process forcor~+munkaUrtg ct~angcs to orctersd rad
~logical exams.



County of Los ~4ngeles
Summary Corrective Action p{an

s

i

3. State N the oorreckve actions are applfcabte to only you~depert
ment or other County departments:

(!t unstar~a. pfeASe cantaot the CMof Execultve Office Rt
sk Menapameai torossistance}

Q PBtentfai~y fias County-r+v3de Impttcafions. 
}

CSI Potsrtttatty hss an impltcat~on to ofhei depa►~tmenis (f e.,
 aU human services. cif safety . i

departmen#s, ar one ar more other depalimenfs}.
i

X Does nat appear #o f~ave County wide ar other' depatfsite
nf tmp~ca~ons. i
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;
T

~~• 

1

v.

S~gn~tcue: 
Date:

.
ti

Documept version: 3.b (January 2010 
Page 2 of 2 ;

f
I




